The regular meeting of the Boyle County Fiscal Court was held on the 13th day of September, 2011 at 10:00 a.m.  Fiscal Court members present were:


Patty Burke


John Caywood


Donnie Coffman


Jack Hendricks


Dickie Mayes


Phil Sammons


Judge Harold McKinney


Others present at the meeting were County Attorney Richard Campbell, County Clerk Trille Bottom, Solid Waste Coordinator Donna Fechter, Jailer Barry Harmon, Public Works Director Duane Campbell, EMS Director Brad Ellis, Assistant EMS Director Malcolm Miller, Sheriff Marty Elliott, Arnold Marshall, Bruce Nichols, Jerod Thomas, Vickie Ferrell and David Brock. 


Judge McKinney called the meeting to order.  Magistrate Sammons gave the invocation and led the Court with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Magistrate Hendricks made the motion to approve the minutes from the last regular meeting held on August 23rd and the special meeting held on August 25th.  Magistrate Sammons seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all members voting in favor. 


Jailer Barry Harmon introduced the new SAP director, Jerod Thomas, to the Court.   Mr. Thomas informed the Court that he was a recovering alcoholic and drug addict.  He has been on every walk of life ranging from a NFL contender to living in his car.  He feels that his life experiences make him a perfect fit as the SAP director.  He has formerly served as a drug rehab counselor, school teacher and football coach.  Mr. Thomas’s current program is showing an 85-90% rate of sobriety among enrolled students.  The inmates enrolling in the program are offered a treatment plan strategy including goals and objectives as well as employment.  He invited anyone interested to visit the detention center and the SAP program.


Judge McKinney introduced Arnold Marshall and Bruce Nichols to the Court.  Both men are members of the local Helping Hands Association.  The Association assists families in the community after a major loss, such as a fire, flood or other natural disaster.   Helping Hands is the only chapter that has an in-kind inventory exceeding $65,000.00.  They work totally with volunteers and assist the Red Cross and local fire departments.  Mr. Marshall informed the Court that an appropriation was made to the Red Cross in the amount of $5,700.00.  Due to the revamping of the Red Cross, they no longer handle in-kind donations.  Mr. Marshall asked that the Court consider transferring the county appropriation from the Red Cross to the Helping Hands Association, where it can be used effectively.  The transfer would not be taking monies away from the Red Cross as they receive numerous donations from other entities.  Judge McKinney requested that no action be taken until the next meeting.  Mr. Marshall and Mr. Nichols will return in two weeks for the Court’s decision. 


Judge McKinney presented the nuisance ordinance pertaining to the excessive growth of weeds or grass on residential property to the Court.  The ordinance will be enforced by the Solid Waste Coordinator Donna Fechter.  Provisions of the ordinance allow for fines up to $100.00 per day and/or criminal action.   Property owners of residential lots containing two (2) acres or less will be in violation if they allow excessive growth of grass and/or weeds in excess of twelve (12) inches in height.   Magistrate Hendricks made the motion to approve the nuisance ordinance.  Magistrate Sammons seconded the motion.  First reading of Ordinance number 831.0 was heard by the Court.  The motion passed with all members voting in favor. 


Public Works Director Duane Campbell informed the Court concerning the energy grant.   The grant in the amount of $125,000.00 will be used to replace all inside lighting within the courthouse.  Mr. Campbell asked for approval to advertise for bids including but not limited to lighting fixtures, wall switches and ceiling lights.  Magistrate Sammons made the motion to approve the advertisement for bids.  Magistrate Coffman seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all members voting in favor. 


Magistrate Sammons informed the Court concerning the Public Works Committee meeting.   Public Works Director Duane Campbell informed the committee that reimbursements from FEMA had been received except for $30,000.00.  The reimbursements were for the ice storm and flood damages. 


Judge McKinney informed the Court concerning Ordinance number 110.3 relating to the reapportionment of magisterial districts.  First reading of the ordinance was heard by the Court.  Magistrate Caywood made the motion to approve the ordinance.  Magistrate Mayes seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all members voting in favor.  


Judge McKinney presented the magistrate incentive payment for John Caywood.  The training incentive is in the amount of $919.65.  Magistrate Sammons made the motion to approve the payment.  Magistrate Hendricks seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all members voting in favor.  Magistrate Caywood abstained from voting.  


Judge McKinney passed on agenda item E , pertaining to mobile radio price quotes.


Assistant EMS Director Malcolm Miller addressed the Court concerning EMS collections.  Mr. Miller presented a list of accounts that qualify for court action based on non-payment.  The outstanding accounts total $16,289.00.   Mr. Miller advised the Court that he needed direction from them to proceed with court action collections.  If the Court authorized suit then the collection agency would be listed as the Plaintiff.  County Attorney Richard Campbell inquired as to additional fees charged by the collection agency.  Judge McKinney requested that Mr. Miller obtain additional information from the collection agency and report back to the Court at the next meeting. 


Assistant EMS Director Malcolm Miller informed the Court concerning an EMS job opening.  The position is for a full time EMT.  Mr. Miller would like to advertise in-house for the position.  Magistrate Sammons made the motion to authorize the advertisement of the position.  Magistrate Hendricks seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all members voting in favor. 


Judge McKinney informed the Court concerning the Direct Deposit Agreement with Farmers National Bank.  The agreement authorizes Farmers National Bank to utilize direct deposit of employee’s payroll electronically.   Magistrate Sammons made the motion to approve the agreement.  Magistrate Mayes seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all members voting in favor.  The Agreement will be on file in the County Judge Executive’s Office. 


Jailer Barry Harmon informed the Court concerning the joint jail update.  He advised the daily housing rate had been reduced from $34.00 to $29.00.  The rate applies to Boyle and Mercer County inmates.   Magistrate Sammons made the motion to approve the lodging fee at $29.00 per diem.  Magistrate Coffman seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all members voting in favor. 


Judge McKinney presented the August financial report to the Court.  The Court acknowledged the report.


Judge McKinney requested the Court go into Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter.  Magistrate Caywood made the motion to go into Executive Session.  Magistrate Sammons seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all members voting in favor. 


Magistrate Hendricks made the motion to return to regular session.  Magistrate Mayes seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all members voting in favor.   Judge McKinney informed the Court that a solid waste employee would be dismissed and requested approval to mail a letter of suspension to the employee.  Magistrate Coffman made the motion approving that a letter be sent to the employee.  Magistrate Caywood seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all members voting in favor.


Magistrate Burke made the motion to terminate the Solid Waste employee.  Magistrate Hendricks seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all members voting in favor. 


Judge McKinney discussed a company picnic sponsored by M&M Sanitation.  The County has a ten year contract with the company.  Solid Waste Coordinator Donna Fechter was asked to obtain a date and time and report back at the next meeting.  Magistrate Caywood expressed concern about the County receiving “gifts” from contracted businesses.  He advised court members to be cautious about planning such events.  The picnic is sponsored by M&M but the employees participate by bringing side dishes.  The final decision will be made at the next meeting.


Judge McKinney informed the Court that he would be absent from the October 11th meeting and Magistrate Sammons would be presiding.  Magistrate Hendricks advised he would also be absent.


Magistrate Sammons informed the Court that Solid Waste Coordinator Donna Fechter should be compensated for the extra duties she will provide as a result of the new Weed Ordinance.  Magistrate Sammons made the motion to pay Ms. Fechter an additional $5,000.00 per year.  Magistrate Caywood seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all members voting in favor. 


Magistrate Hendricks reminded all County Supervisors that were present to be aware of fuel costs.  Sheriff Elliott informed the Court that prisoner transports for the last month had increased.  He had made several out of state transports himself. 


Solid Waste employee, Vicki Ferrell, addressed the Court concerning her recent dismissal.  She advised her place of employment was the Alum Springs Convenience Center.  The issue involved an inmate receiving cigarettes while working.  She admitted to giving an inmate two (2) cigarettes while working.  The inmate placed money on the desk for them.  Ms. Ferrell reported that she did not ask for money for the cigarettes.  She also stated that she was not supervising the inmate but the Supervisor that was present witnessed the whole transaction.  Judge McKinney advised Ms. Ferrell to present her case at a personnel committee meeting.  She must request the meeting according to the county employee handbook procedures. 


Magistrate Coffman made the motion to pay the bills, make the transfers and adjourn.  Magistrate Sammons seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all members voting in favor.

Adjourn,

County Judge Executive

